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imagined, immense. She had everybody in her hands,
from the highest and most favoured minister to the
meanest subject of the realm. Many people have been
ruined by her, without having been able to discover
the author of their ruin, search as they might. All at-
tempts to find a remedy were equally unsuccessful.

Yet the King was constantly on his guard, not only
against Madame de Maintenon, but against his minis-
ters also. Many a time it happened that when suffi-
cient care had not been taken, and he perceived that a
minister or a general wished to favour a relative or
protege of Madame de Maintenon, he firmly opposed
the appointment on that account alone, and the re-
marks he uttered thereupon made Madame de Main-
tenon very timid and very measured when she wished
openly to ask a favour.

Le Tellier, long before he was made Chancellor, well
knew the mood of the King. One of his friends asked
him for some place that he much desired. Le Tellier
replied that he would do what he could. The friend did
not like this reply, and frankly said that it was not such
as he expected from a man with such authority. " You
do not know the ground/' replied Le Tellier; "of
twenty matters that we bring before the King, we
are sure he will pass nineteen according to our wishes;
we are equally certain that the twentieth will be de-
cided against them. But which of the twenty will be
decided contrary to our desire we never know, al-
though it may be the one we have most at heart. The
King reserves to himself this caprice, to make us feel
that he is the master, and that he governs; and if,
by chance, something is presented upon which he is